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= _,;I -don’t : doubt -the - report,"amd
vLarry Speaka -the White House |
—.Iypressecretatjy Be rdused-tecay -
spedﬁm.n what-. S.:intelli

""m‘ea-nf e Sea ofﬁapanatthe
“be:Korea plan w_as-ahonuo cnter
1Sov1et axrspacg.where ?i fwas,ghot
down bya Soviet fighter. ; ior: S’
: .-:Mx’ -Speakes was questioned aﬁout
_a report by columnist ‘William
*-in-The - New York Times. ﬂ:at%ur
. elecfronic ears told -us that:a THajor
:-Soviet ‘missile test' was in"its. be,'p'n
ning stages” near the Sovnet-Japaa&e
border . 7 W ,,d-
fﬁ 1 “AS. usual, one. of our RC-135’ ﬁpy
{ plans was sent up toobserve the: mt
- from a position well outside the
: et Union,” Mr. Safire wrote; i . - .: ‘-;
"'At the same ‘t.lme,‘the Korw‘:

mtot.be area.” L e ;A.;-._;_- .,.

e,

s MIr. Safire wenton "Preparahons
-ior,the missile test were proximﬂy
*-shut- +down.. ‘As ‘that. -mmission *was’
scrabbed, our reeonnmssance Q_lane
/retnmedto:fsbase:~‘-- I S

l :» : > ol
;-asked Moscow whatnto «do abouh-tbe "
wcivilian jumbo jet 5bout to exit Sowet Y
zurspace gomg toward Japan o

“Mr. Speakes said’ the purpose of
t.be U.S. reconnaissance flights was -to
;determme if- Soviet missile.tests yio-
rlated the 1979 Jkrategic Arms Limita- :
f tion Treaty, M was not ratifieg by.’
sthe Scaate but which both Washiigton 3
aand Moscow have agreed to observe. ¢
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